[Alzheimer's disease and anaesthesia: potential relationships and clinical implications].
Alzheimer's disease is the most common form of dementia. As the aging population increases, Alzheimer's disease is becoming a major concern of Public Health. Many molecular lesions have been detected in Alzheimer's disease, but physiopathology is still poorly understood. If the neurotoxicity of anaesthetics in human remains debatable, perioperative period is certainly a high-risk factor for cognitive impairment, especially in elderly population. Large clinical studies are required to develop new strategies for perioperative management in such patients, including the adjustment of anaesthesia techniques. Before that, information of patient and its relatives and a particular attention for elderly during anaesthesia and perioperative period should be considered.